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Gains in Christian Unity Assessed 


(New York) - A World Council of Churches official said here that even though 
"public discussion of Christian unity has been confused in 1959 ... this discus- 
sion has helped to clarify both the meaning and the importance of the ecumenical 
movement". 


Dr. Roswell FP. Barnes, executive secretary in New York of the iJorld Council 
of Churches, in a year's end report declared that, "It has become obvious that 
three major sectors of Christians now recognize the urgency of better mutual 
understanding among themselves." 


However, he added, "understa.ding is to be distinguished from agreement. 
Relationships may improve with increased understanding even without agreement. 
There has bee:. notable progress in understanding in 1959". 


The WCC leader said that confusion arising from informal discussions among 
Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and Protestant leaders has made it clear that 
"more orderly communication is essential among all three groups". He added that 
"intensive consultation and widespread participation of Orthodox churches with 
Protestant churches in the World Council during 1959 have consolidated the gains 
in understanding in these circles". 
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Dr. Barnes said that if the forthcoming Ecumenical Council of the Roman 
Catholic church announced by the Pope clarifies the attitude of that church to- 
wards Protestants and Orthodox, “it will contribute significantly to understanding. 


"Present variations of policy and practice impair confidence," he observed. 
"We cannot reconcile the brotherly attitude of Roman Catholics in France and 
Germany, for example, with the repression - in some instances persecution - of 
Protestants in Colombia and Spain. 


"The consciences of Christians, their recognition of a mandate from Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of the whole Church, together with the coercions of history and 
the desperate needs of the world, have been driving the churches towards attempts 
at mutual understanding. Understanding and trust help toward obedience and ac- 
ceptances of God's gift of unity in Christ which is the only true basis of agree- 
ment." 


In a review of WCC work during the year, Dr. Barnes noted that "problems of 
people and how to solve them" were uppermost in the organization's 1959 work. 
Among its many programmes carried out during the year with this goal in view, he 
said, were those in which the WCC: 


Expanded the world-wide programme of refugee aid carried on through the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. During the first ten months 
of 1959 She WCC resettled 9,815 refugees in more than 30 countries. (The total 
figure for the year will probably be around 11,000.) Since World War II, the 
WCC has helped more than 200,000 refugees to find new homes. 


Challenged churches around the world to participate more actively in meeting 
human need in underdeveloped areas through the programme of an international con- 
ference on the subject held in Salonika, Greece, in July. sociologists, teachers, 
political leaders and others were among 160 delegates from 34 nations who attended 


the ten-day meeting. (See EPS No.28, 1959) The WCC also assisted in the or- 
ganization of on-the-spot studies of Christian response to social change in a 
number of countries. BPS, Geneva. 


Orthodox Schedule Unity Meeting 


(New York) - Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and 

South America, has announced that he will ask leaders of more than 15 Kastern Ortho- 
dox Churches in the Western Hemisphere to attend an informal meeting in New York to 
discuss Christian unity. 


The Archbishop, who is a president of the World Council of Churches, said the 
meeting is tentatively planned for March as a preliminary to the larger Pan-Ortho- 
dox conference scheduled later in the year on the Island of Rhodes (see EPS No.49, 
1959) . EPS, Geneva. 


Communist "Confessional" Urged 


(Warsaw) - A Communist counterpart to Roman Catholic confessional has been sug- 
gested by an official Communist weekly in \arsaw. 


Polityka, organ of the Central Committee of the Polish Communist Party, has 
recommended that the Committee set up ‘a kind of Confessional” which would be run 
by Communist psychiatrists and operate in public libraries, Communist cultural 
centres and other public places. 


It said that such a programme was required because even children of non- 
believers often go to church "for the sole purpose of discussing their personal pro- 
blems in the confessional". HPS, Geneva. 
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Japanese Youth Volunteers Aid Typhoon Reconstruction 


(Tokyo) - The assistance given by Japanese Christian youth to victims of Typhoon 
Vera which struck the Nagoya area last September represented the largest single 
voluntary action by church youth in the nation's history. 


Responding before any special appeals for aid were made, more than 500 youth 
volunteered more than 3,000 work days, it has been reported by the Rev. George 
Nishido, secretary of the Youth Commission of the United Church of Christ in Japan. 


As a result, he said, their work has been the means of establishing new con- 
tacts with the strongest Buddhist sects, and has been a valuable evangelical 
witness. 


In letters to ecumenical youth leaders abroad, Mr. Nishido writes, "We decided 
to be an arm of Japan Church World Service, and located our 'base camp' at the 
Nagoya Chuo Church, We never sent out a single letter nor made any special ap- 
peal, yet an amazing thing happened. Students and youth from Tokyo, Kyoto, Osaka 
and Kobe areas rushed to the Nagoya area, carrying rucksacks on their backs and 
holding their own shovels and picks. They caze voluntarily without having been 
asked. 


"The typhoon casualties were the worst in the history of Japan, but at the 
same time, the number of Christian students who voluntarily rushed to the scene, 
and their dedication, motivated purely by the love of their fellow-man and by the 
Christian stewardship principle, was also 'the most! in our Christian history in 
Japan. 


"Within a few days after the disaster 22 work camps were organized, all based 
at local churches in the Nagoya area. The camps did relief and reconstruction 
work for a month and a half. When they disbanded at the end of November, almost 
500 youth had served, having given more than 3,000 work da ys". 


"Recently I had a telephone call from Nagoya saying that the people there 
wish to have Christian work continually after the work camps as the memory of their 
witness. Nobody could expect such a wonderful fruit. Christian services have 
opened the doors of the strongest Buddhist Sects. We can realize that Diakonia, 
Christian service in this part of the world, has really important evangelical 
meaning." : 


Mr. Nishido also reported that the Youth Commission of the Kyodan Church is 
planning to hold a year-long ecumenical youth work camp programme in the typhoon 
area. Several separate camps will be organized under the programme, to be con~ 
ducted in cooperation with Japan Church World Service, the government and voluntary 
agencies. Camp work will be concerned withflood clean-up, distribution of relief 
supplies, reconstruction of buildings and fields and the care of orphaned children. 

EPS, Geneva. 


Bast German Refugee Youth Religiously Illiterate 


(Bethel) - Fifty per cent of the young refugees from East Germany who come into the 
West Zone have grown up "practically as heathens" accorsing to Dr. D. Wulf of Bethel. 


The clergyman, who for sevcral years has directed pastoral care of young people 
in a West Berlin reception camp, said half of the youth "had not a clue" when asked 
about Jesus Christ, the meaning of Christian holidays, the Ten Commandments or the 
Lord's Prayer. 


"Whatever they knew about history, nature, society and culture was coined by 
the idealogical influence of the Hast German State," he said BPS, Geneva. 
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Poles in Great Britain Decline Further LWF Aid 


(London) -~ The four congregations in Great Britain of the Polish Lutheran Church 
in Exile have asked the Lutheran World Federation to stop giving them subsidies. 


In a letter to the LWF office in London Bishop Wladislav Fierla, primate of 
the Church, said that the step resulted from “a decision of the conscience prompted 
by long-felt and often-expressed doctrinal consideration." 


In the past, the Polish Church has sometimes disagreed doctrinally with other 
Lutheran refugee and immigrant g-oups which the Federation assists in Great Britain. 
LWF subsidies in recent years have amounted to about «2,500 (36,440) annually, 
about half of the Church's congregational and synodical expenses including pastors! 
salaries. EPS, Geneva. 


LWF Mediates Conflict in Brazil 


(Geneva) - The intervention of Lutheran World Federation officials has averted a 
threatened breach between two LWF member churches over their work in Brazil. 


As a result, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of North America and Brazil's 
Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession (a federation of four synods) have 
"achieved full agreement concerning aicablecooperation in the territory of North 
Parana", according to a report by Dr. Friedrich Htibner, chairman of the LWF Com- 
mittee on Latin America published in the LWF quarterly Lutheran World. 


The report said the dispute arose over geographical areas of work. The 
600,000-member Brazilian Church, which has conducted diaspora work for 140 years 
among inhabitants of German origin in North Parana, had raised strong objections 
to an announcement by the ELC Board of Foreign Missions in 1958 that it intended 
to start work in the area. Dr. Htibner said that with LWF aid, it has been pos= 
sible "to reconcile two conflicting iutheran views ... that of a European diaspora 
Church and that of a missionary—minded North American Church". 


The report said the two disputing churches are in accord on several main 
points. These include agreement that: the ELC mission will concentrate its 
ministry on non-Germans described as "mixed racial Portuguese-speaking groups"; 
the ELC will not open new mission centres in the area; when uLC-established con- 
gregations are ready to assume church body responsibilities, they will be organized 
into a synod to be affiliated with the Brazilian Church federation; a joint com- 
mittee will be established by the two churches to discuss all “fundamental quest- 
ions, establish necessary policies from time to time" and "coordinate the work". 


It was the first time that LiF officials have intervened to help solve a 
dispute between affiliated churches. HPS, Geneva. 


Pope May See Soviet Leaders 


(Vatican City) - An apparent "new attitude of the Soviet government toward Roman 
Catholicism” may result in a visit by Soviet President Klimenti Voroshilov to Pope 
John XAIII, according to a story published by Religious News Service. 


Quoting "Vatican sources", the RNS story said that in the event that Mr. 
Voroshilov, who is expected to be in Rome in March, is accompanied by Soviet 
Premier Nikita Khruschev, they said, "the Pope would hardly grant an audience to 
one and deny one to the other”. 


The comment by ‘Vatican sources” was prompted by what they called "a wonder_ 
fully encouraging sign” seen in a lloscow Radio announcement that “Christmas Day 
services were held in Catholic churches in Russia, with Masses well attended. 
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They said it was the first time reference was made in a Soviet broadcast to 
the number attending church and that “the station's reference to the importance 
of Christmas to the Western world would seem to indicate that the Soviet govern- 
ment, in its efforts toward understanding with the West, finally has understood 
the strength of the Church". EPS, Geneva. 


Australian Churches llerger Document Gets Approval 


(Geneva) - The Buropean Theological Commission of the World Presbyterian Alliance 
has expressed approval of the first of two papers issued in preparation for merger 
discussions between Australian Presbyterians, Methodists and Congregational 
Churches, 


Titled "The Faith of the Church", the initial statement had been submitted 
to the Commission by the Presbyterian Church of Australia for comment by WPA member 
churches. 


The WPA expressed the hope that the Australian negotiators would seek "greater 
elerity" om the: relation of “Christian tradition” and "the Ghristian tradiazon s 
as their discussions progressed. A second merger document on “The Form of the 


Church” is expected next year. Also involved in the negotiations are the Method- 
ist Church of Australia and the Congregational Union of Australia and New Zealand. 
EPS, Geneva. 


Missouri Synod Seeks NCC Missions Status 
(New York) - The Board of Missions in North and South America of the Lutheran 


Church-Missouri Synod has applied for membership in the Division of Home Missions 
of the National Council of Churches (US). 


If, as expected, the application is approved, this will be one of the few 
Gteucias convacts the denomination will have with the National Council: 


In the past, the Synod has insisted upon “doctrinal agreement" before partici- 
pating in joint worship services or jointly controlled mission boards. 


A Synod spokesman said it had voted to participate in the NCC's Home Missions 
Division "to the extent our principles permit". He emphasized, however, that 
participation in the home missions programme does not imply denominational member-— 
ship in the NCC. BPS, Geneva. 


Ecumenical Membership Urged 


(Chicago) - Membership of the proposed Lutheran Evangelical Church in America in 
four ecumenical national and international organiZations has been recommended by 
the Joint Commission on Lutheran Unity. 


The Commission urged that when formed, the new body join the World Council of 
Churches, Lutheran World Federation, National Council of Churches (US) and the 
National Lutheran Council (US). The commission represents the American Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Augustana Lutheran Church, Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and the United Lutheran Church. The proposed body would have 3,000,000 members. 

EPS, Geneva. 
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Church Historians Meet 


(Chicago) - US Protestant and Roman Catholic religion historians recently met 
jointly in Chicago to discuss the Council of Florence (1438-1445) in the light 
of current talks on Christian unity. The Council of Florence had effected a 
short-lived reunion of Western Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy, which have not 
been in communion since 1054. 


The meeting held in Chicago, I11l., was attended by historians of the 
American Society of Church History and the American Catholic Historical Associ- 
ation, It was proposed by the former organization, which, though largely Fro- 
testant, also includes some Roman Catholic members. EPS, Geneva. 


Poles Levy New Taxes on Church Schools 
(Warsaw) - The Roman Catholic University at Lublin, Poland, is facing ruinous tax 


demands by the government. Communist authorities are reported to have levied 
income taxes totaling $146,000 against the University and blocked its bank account. 


Sources said the tax covered university income for the years 1950 to 1954, 
but that it was illegal since Polish universities are normally not required to 
pay taxes. The university, founded in 1918, is financed by Church contributions. 

EPS, Geneva. 


German C.turch Leaders Ask Reunification 


(Berlin) - The two top official bodies of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) 
have adopted a resolution calling for German reunification and the right of its 
people to self-determination. 


The EKID Council and the Church's Bishops Conference also declared opposition 
to any change in the status of ‘jest Berlin which might reduce free access to 
all parts of the city or further restrict communications between the Hast and 
West sectorsof the nation. 


The churchmen described the German question as "the gravest responsibility 
of our generation" and urged parishes to pray for the success of negotiations 
between Russian and Western leaders at the projccted summit conference. 

BPS, Geneva. 


German Youth to Aid Greek Village 


(Berlin) - Thirty German Youth will spend one year in Greece helping in the re~ 
construction of war damage in the town of Servia. The youth, who are part of a 
movement known as "Suhnezeichen" (Reconciliation) will help re-build a cistern, a 
new school and homes. At present the little town, which is located off the main 
highway between Athens and Salonika, has no water or electric facilities. 


The movement was founded in response to an appeal made in 1958 by Dr. Lothar 
Kreyssig, president of the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany. He asked 
youth to aid in re-construction of war-damaged areas in countries occupied by 
German forces during the World War II. Several hundred youth are reported to have 
responded to the appeal. EPS, Geneva. 
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WCC Denounces Anti-Semitic Vandalism 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has expressed its "deep sympathy" with 
victims of recent outbreaks of anti-Semitic acts of vandalism and called once again 
upon its member-churches to work for the abolition of all segregation and dis- 
crimination. 


In a statement issued in Geneva the organization expressed the desire that 
"this dangerous recrudescence of anti-Semitism may be suppressed from the outset", 


The statement was signed jointly by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman 
of the WCC's policy-making Central Committee and by Dr. W. 4. Visser 't Hooft, 
general secretary. 


The statement noted that "a number of church leaders have already expressed 
their sorrow that after all that the Jewish people have gone through in recent 
times once again they should become the target of mischievous anti-Semitic propa- 
ganda". 


It underlined an carlier statement made by the WCC's Second Assembly meeting in 
BYanston, Ill., in 1954, in which it urged its member churches to help abolish dis-- 
crimination and segregation “within their own life and within society". 


issuing tne stavement Dr. Visser ‘1. Hooft said that although he bade 
special knowledge the evidence of the outbreaks, which have been reported in eleven 
countries, seems to indicate that they are the work of "a small group of wild people". 


He addéd thatacts of vandaliam mayhave the opposite effect hoped for by its 
perpetrators in that "they will awaken hundreds of thousands of Christians to the 
fact that anti-Semitism is still a danger and that they must take a positive 
attitude towards the Jewish people”. 


Dr. Fry noted that “it is significant that the paint-brush wielders have had 
to work in secret because it seems to indicate that they know they do not have the 
Support of public opinion". He said that in his opinion it was "a passing phase™ 


A complete text of the statement issued follows: 


"A number of church leaders have already oxpressed thcir sorrow that after all 
that the Jewish people have gone through in recent times once again they should 
become the target of a mischievous anti-Semitic propaganda. The World Councii ox 
Churches desires Yo usc this opportunity to underline once again what it said at 
its last Assembly: 


"The Assembly urges the churches within its membership to renounce 
all forme of segregation or discrimination and to work for their 
epoliumon Witham their own life and within society." 


"Tt desires also to cxpress its deep sympathy with the Jewish people with 
whom Christians share a precious heritage and expresses the desire that this danger- 
ous recrudescence of anti-Semitism may be suppressed from the outset." 
EPS, Geneva 
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linre than 55,000 people have attended meetings or workshops at the Evangelical 
Academy of the Evangelical Church of Hannover, at Loccum since its foundation in 
1946. The Academy, one of the first of the seventeen now in operation, was founded 
to discuss not only theological questions, but social, political, vccational and 
other current concerns in the light of the Christian faith. 

An East German radio broadcast has reported that during 1959 the Soviet Zone 
government contributed the equivalent of «72,000 toward rebuilding and repairing of 
war-damaged churches. It said the announcement was made to correct "capitalist 


press and especially American press" reports about "the alleged persecution of vuns 
Churches in Hast Germany", 


as 


A total of 2,208 Koreans, most of them students, were baptised during a recent 
Methodist evangelistic mission in Korea, The mission was led by Dr, Harry Denman, 
Nashville, Tenn. (US), general secretary of the Methodist General Board of Evangel- 
ism, and five other Americans, The mission was organized under the auspices of 
the Christian Teachers Association of Korea and 12 educational institutions with an 
enrollment of more than 25,000 participated, 
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Bishoo Zoltan Kaldy, of the Budapest Diocese of the Lutheran Church, Hungary, 
has written a letter to the Finnish National Committee of the Lutheran World 
Federation to say he is planning a visit to Finland in 1960, 


Yugoslavia "will not for the time being" restore diplomatic relations with the 
Vatican, an official spokesman of the Yugoslav Foreign Secretariat has announced in 
Belgrade, He added that "there is nothing new in the Government's relations to 
the Vatican. Yugoslavia broke off relations with the Holy See in December, 1952, 
charging Vatican interference with the country's international affairs 

US Protestant and Hastern Orthodox church members will be asked to give 
10,000,000 pounds of used clothing for overseas relief in 1960 - double their 1959 
contributions, In addition they will also be asked to donate 2,000,00C blankets 
MOCediSsurLbution to refugees, The collection of clothing and blankets will be 
launched in February in a cooperative appeal organized under auspices of Church 
World Service, overseas relief arm of the National Council of Churches, 


Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Piraeus, Greece, badly damaged during 
World War II and now being reconstructed, will receive a set of bells from the 
Russian Orthodox Patriarchate in Moscow, 
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A Ganadian has been elected Suffragan Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 


_ Diocese of New York. He is the Rev, Canon James Stuart Wetmore, director of the 


diocese's Department of Christian “ducation, We will be one of two assistants 
to Bishoo Horace .j. B, Donegan. 
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A new council of the Church of England to be known as the Council of Women's 
Ministry in the Church came into being on January 1, The outcome of a five year 
study, it will be responsible for the selection, training and care of Deaconesses, 
and commissioned lay women, It will also scek to promote the most effective use 
of women in the service of the church, 
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Metropolitan Dionisus Waledynski, former head of the autocephalous Orthodox 
Church in Polanc, until it was put under the jurisdiction of the Moscow Patriarchate 
by government action in 1948, is reported to have been released from Soviet 
detention and returned to Poland. 
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Lutheran world Federation officials have announced that the crganization has 
Signed an agreement with the Near East Christian Council whereby the two organiza- 
tions will share the broadcasting time of the Federation's projected radio station 
in Ethiopia, They said the WF plans to make programme time available also to 
other Christian groups, including the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, Dr. Sigurd Aske, 
associate executive of the LWF's Department of World Mission, has been appointed 
ipmerprojyecu's first director. 
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Professor Max Huber, an active leader in the ecumenical movement, former 
President of the International Ccurt of Justice and of the International Committee 
Seeoune Red Cross, died January 1, in Zurich, He was $5. Dr. Huber made hismmess 
notables contribution to the ecumenical movement as chairman of the section on 
"Church and State" at the Conference of the Life and Work Movement held in 1937 
at Oxford, England. The report of this section, defining the essential freedom 
of the Church and its prophetic function toward the State, had considerable in- 
fluence on the thought and actions of the churches in the years before and during 
World War II, . 
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CORRECTION: In the December 18th issue of EPS (page 5, In Drief) the membershin 
of the newly autonomous Lutheran Batswana Church in South Africa was incorrectly 
disted at 120 persons. The correct figure is 120,000, 


